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Session outline
• Introduction
• Three presentations

– David Nowak - Promoting urban forest partnerships in 
collaboration between scientists and communities in the 
United States

– Kjell Nilsson - Green Compact Cities: Challenges of 
urbanization and urban-rural linkages

– Jay Bolthouse - Urban community forestry in Japan and 
the facilitating role of participatory science

• Panel debate 
– Speakers + Michelle Gauthier (FAO)



Some important trends
• Globalisation of markets and values
• Demographic changes

– Ageing population (‘Grey Gold’), migration, inequality
• Lifestyle changes

– More affluent society, creative classes
• Information and entertainment society

– Information era, competition for leisure time, entertainment
• Urbanisation

– Majority of people in cities, stress nearby green areas
• Changes in environment

– Changing landscapes, afforestation, climate change



The Urban Challenge



‘Good’ cities
Kotkin (2005)

• Sacred
– Religion, place connection, identity

• Safe
– Safe and comfortable environment, quality of life

• Busy
– Economy, culture, social life, transport

• Modern times: ‘ephemeral’ (entertainment) city
– Need for strong base of committed citizenry + 

constructing the “diversions of essentially nomadic 
populations”





Key characteristics of urban forestry

• Integrative: all tree resources; urban and 
peri-urban; planning & management

• Strategic: long-term vision, multiple use
• Inter-/multidisciplinary: wide range of 

disciplines/fields
• Participatory: stakeholder involvement
• Urban: urban conditions; meeting urban 

demands

http://nl.sitestat.com/elsevier/elsevier-com/s?ScienceDirect&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/16188667�




Green Health



Essential green space





“Competitive city regions are 
ones that can attract and 
retain viable businesses and 
their employees by offering a 
good quality of life” 
(SAUL Partnership 2005)



Building identity and communities
Urban forests as ‘Place’

• The Social Forest
– ‘Community Forests’ as social stages, part of 

communities
• Trees and place making
• “you can put up and populate buildings –

even with green spaces – but you cannot 
just create a community” (Gilbert, 2006)





Remaining in touch with nature
Urban forests as ‘Space’

• Decline in use of forests and nature, 
especially among certain groups
– Youths, ethnic minorities

• Wild side of town
– Escape, ‘rough’ edge, adventure

• Forests of Learning
• A Work of Art
• The Spiritual Forest

– Health aspects of wilderness, transcendence

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rothforestry.com/Resources/lastchildpbcover-thumb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rothforestry.com/Resources/resources.htm&h=700&w=450&sz=38&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=1DlSaJkcfChiZM:&tbnh=140&tbnw=90&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Blast%2Bchild%2Bin%2Bthe%2Bwoods%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-GB:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7SUNA%26sa%3DN�




Perspective

• How do we develop multifunctional urban 
forests that meet the needs of present and 
future urban communities?

• How can we improve the collaboration 
between science, practice and communities?
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